Periovulatory secretion of immunoactive pregnancy-specific beta 1-glycoprotein (SP1) in humans: comparison with "normal" SP1.
The pregnancy-specific beta 1-glycoprotein (SP1)-immunoreacting material in serum from two patients around ovulation was compared with serum SP1 activity derived from normal pregnant women. This was done by antibody binding experiments, density gradients and binding to lentil lectin. Periovulatory SP1 behaved similarly to SP1 from pregnant patients. It is therefore suggested that the periovulatory immunoreacting material is true SP1 and that this protein, though rarely, can be synthesized outside the trophoblast in healthy women.